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SUBJECT: THE YOUTH MUSIC INITIATIVE IN EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE    
  

  

  
1.0 PURPOSE

1.1.
To provide information on the delivery of the Youth Music Initiative in East Dunbartonshire in light of the recent STUC resolution for local authorities to engage with representative trade unions.  
2.0
SUMMARY

2.1
The Youth Music Initiative is a government led scheme to improve the provision of music tuition in Primary Schools. A total of eight staff are currently involved in delivering a programme of tuition in either Recorder or Percussion across 36 Primary Schools.

2.2
The initiative is funded externally by the Scottish Executive through the Scottish Arts Council. The intention of the Scottish Executive is that “by the year 2006 all schoolchildren will have had the opportunity of one year’s free music lessons before they reach P6”. 
2.3
As well as meeting the P6 Target, the Instrumental Music Service has managed to increase provision in Brass, Woodwind, Strings and Percussion tuition across the Authority.
3.0
RECOMMENDATIONS


It is recommended that the Committee:

3.1
notes the content of this report.    
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  GORDON R SMITH
  Head of Performance & Development
4.0
BACKGROUND
4.1. 
In East Dunbartonshire, the P6 target has been reached one year early by providing tuition in either Recorder or Percussion in all 36 Primary Schools as weekly group lessons. The target has been met by a combination of existing Part-time Music Instructors increasing their hours and the employment of new Music Instructors. The total number of staff now involved in the delivery of the YMI is 8.


The Instrumental Music Service has expanded by the creation of two Senior Instrumental Music Instructor Posts to aid with the delivery and implementation of the YMI.

Training on the delivery of the Youth Music Initiative through Recorder and Percussion was delivered in-house by the newly appointed Senior Instrumental Instructors.

The YMI funding has been spread over a three year period. In Year 1, two Senior Instrumental Instructor Posts were created and weekly class Percussion or Recorder lessons were introduced to the 36 Primary Schools across the authority. Year 2 saw the advancement and continuation of the lessons from Year 1 by studying topics covered in more detail.. In addition there has been increase the amount of Brass, Strings, and Woodwind in Primary and Secondary schools with additional Percussion Tuition in the Secondary Schools providing a continuation of the YMI project. 

At the end of the 2005/2006 session all pupils who have been involved in the Youth Music Initiative programme will come together to perform in the “East Dunbartonshire Grand Samba Day”.

    
  

  
5.0
FINANCE

External funding has been confirmed until at least 2008.  
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